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res early 20th-century America

with the fear he won’t be able to
provide for his child; his dignity in
the face of abject poverty is palpa-
ble. Barbie McGuire’s Emma Gold-
man is full of zeal, and Lara Hay-
hurst captures the charming silli-
ness of Evelyn Nesbit, “The Girl in
the Swing” and a real media darling
of the period. Clay Smith’s Father
is appropriately clueless about the
changes in the world around him,
and Mitchell Epstein is adorable as
his Little Boy.

The set on the small Westmin-
ster Center stage is functional and
clever: two sets of risers and a stair-
case plus a rolling piano stand in
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ub pulls out all the stops in their production of ‘Ragtime:
ninster Arts Club in Bloomfield, including numbers such

for 18 different locations. One time,
people move up and down the ris-
ers to simulate an assembly line in
“Henry Ford”; another time, the ris-
ers serve as bleachers at a baseball
game. Actors playing immigrants
walk down the theater’s aisles, sim-
ulating disembarking from a ship.
And slides projected on a screen on
the back wall of the stage give visu-
al cues as to where we are in the
action and when.

Nicholas 1. Marmo’s lighting
also helps direct our attention to
various parts of the stage where the
action is occurring. Dan Schulz’s
wonderful costumes enable the

Tateh and his daughter, played by Todd Shumpert

and Kylie Francis, respectively, look to a brighter

future in America.

large ensemble to assume a variety
of roles and telegraph the social
status of the principal actors in the
blink of an eye.

For more than three-quarters of
a century, Montclair Operetta Club
has provided Essex County theater-
goers with a chance to experience
the best of musical theater,
first with works by Gilbert &
Sullivan and, since 1953, with a
range of Broadway shows, from
“Brigadoon” to “lesus Christ
Superstar” to “Titanic.”

“Ragtime: the Musical” is a
prime example of dedicated and
talented people working together to
produce a professional, first-rate

theater experience well within the
financial reach of families and
groups who love the theater.
Besides, it provides a painless his-
tory lesson of a time of change a
century ago that is, in so many
ways, a harbinger of 2009!
“Ragtime: The Musical” will be
performed Friday and Saturday at 8
p.m. at the Westminster Arts Center
on Franklin Street in Bloomfield,
just a few blocks west of Garden
State Parkway Exit 148. For infor-
mation and tickets, call the box
office at 973-744-3133 or visit
online at www.mocmusicals.org.
Ruth Ross can be reached at
ruthmross@comcast.net.
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